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Teaching Experience 

2011-
present 

Clinical Assistant Professor Liberal Studies, New York University. 

 Led the following classes at Global Liberal Studies, an undergraduate 
interdisciplinary program that mixes a “Great Books” curriculum with 
contemporary inquiry and global scope. 

  Class Description  

 
In this two-semester Senior year seminar, Global Liberal 
Studies undergraduates propose, research, and execute a 
final thesis project. The project is expected to cast a 
comparative, cross-cultural focus on some issue in cultural 
or media studies. The ‘traditional’ thesis is text-only; the 
‘creative’ thesis features a mix of text and photography, 
video or other media forms. Syllabus and assignments are 
available at seniorthesissenft.weebly.com 
 
This online Junior year seminar is designed for our 
Global Liberal Studies students in their mandatory year 
away at one of our NYU sites abroad. In addition to 
keeping contact with faculty in NYC, students are shown 
how to undertake projects in the Contemporary Culture 
and Creative Production “major” that foreground issues 
of global studies; how to design and conduct fieldwork in 
their current cities of residence; and how to draft a full 
research prospectus which they will engage with in their 
Senior year. Syllabus and assignments are available at 
jirssenft.weebly.com 
 
This Sophomore seminar is designed to show 
undergraduates in the Contemporary Culture and 
Creative Production “major” how to conceptualize self-
directed research projects, engage in close reading 
practices, choose appropriate theoretical paradigms for 
their inquiries in the field of cultural and media studies, 
and conduct basic fieldwork in anticipation of students’ 
Junior year abroad. Syllabus and assignments are 
available at cccpapproaches.weebly.com 
 
This First-year seminar for Global Liberal Studies is 
designed as a combination of Writing 1 (Expository) and 
Writing 2 (Research Writing) class. Students are introduced 
to the foundations of cultural studies research writing, 
taught to access themselves digital holdings at NYU, 
exposed to a range of readings regarding global cities. 
Syllabus and assignments are available at 
globalwritingseminar.weebly.com 

GLS Senior 
Thesis 
Colloquium 
(AY 2013, 
2014, 2015, 
2016) 

GLS 
Sophomore 
Research 
Approaches 
Seminar 
(Spring 2014, 
2015, 2016) 

GLS 
Independent 
Research 
Seminar 
JIRS 
(Spring  
2016) 

Global 
Writing 
Seminar: 
Global Cities 
(Fall, 2015, 
2016) 
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This Sophomore undergraduate seminar is the final 
installment of the “Cultural Foundations” series. It 
covers developments in art, music, theatre, 
advertising, fashion, photography, and cinema 
occurring from 1776 to the present. Focusing on the 
appearance of an aesthetic known as “the sublime” 
during this period, we track how political and social 
revolutions have correlated with aesthetics that 
emphasize shock, overwhelm and awe. Drawing on 
their own interests in either the sublime or revolution 
(broadly construed), students write papers that make 
genealogical links between historical material and 
contemporary aesthetic concerns. Papers, including 
formal proposals, are drafted and re-drafted, 
enabling students to learn how to support their lines 
of argument, display dialectical movement in their 
thinking, and develop pith and craft as writers. 25 
students. Syllabus and assignments available at 
www.terrisenft.net 

This Year 1, Semester 2 undergraduate writing 
workshop draws on publications in digital media 
culture to teach skills needed for university-level 
research paper writing. Drawing on their own 
interests, students brainstorm, develop manageable 
research questions, utilize journal databases, draft 
proposals that detail methodological and ethical 
considerations, engage in limited primary research 
(interviews, questionnaires, semiotic, textual, 
musicological analysis, or auto-ethnographic study), 
draft a literature review, write an abstract, and 
complete a 15 page research paper of their own. 
Papers are drafted and redrafted, enabling students 
to learn how to support their lines of argument, 
display dialectical movement in their thinking, and 
develop pith and craft as writers. 14 students 
 
This Year 1, Semester 1 undergraduate writing 
workshop uses New York City’s streets, shops, 
restaurants, photos, buildings, movies and tourist 
venues to teach students how to conduct scholarly 
inquiry in the areas of humanities and social sciences. 
Students are exposed to best practices in semiotic 
critique, textual and discourse analysis, performance 
and film analysis, historiographical analysis, ideology 
critique, interview technique, and ethnographic 
investigation. Short essays and assignments are 
drafted and re-drafted, enabling students to learn 
how to support their lines of argument, display 
dialectical movement in their thinking. 15 students. 
pith and craft as writers.  
 

Researching 
and Writing 
Digital 
Media 
Cultures 
(WRI II, 
Spring 2012, 
Spring 2013) 

Writing NYC 
and 
the World 
(WRI I, 
Fall 2011, 
2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015) 

Sublime 
Revolutions: 
The Modern 
and its 
Discontents 
(aka CFIII, 
Fall 2011, 
Spring 2012, 
Fall 2012, 
Spring 2013) 
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2006- Senior Lecturer, Media Studies. University of East London, U.K. 
2010 

Led the following graduate and undergraduate modules at this Grade 5 
(research) “new” university with cultural studies focus: 

Title                       Description 
 

Research Issues 
and Methods for 
Postgraduate 
Study 
(Spring 2009)  

Master’s level seminar designed to introduce students to 
major methods employed by researchers in media and 
cultural studies: discourse analysis; ideological frame 
critique; visual methods; performance analysis; 
interviewing techniques; ethnographic approaches and 
practice as research. 15 students. 
 
Year 3 undergraduate seminar devoted to issues in 
new media: the ‘Web 2.0’ debate; the wane of aura in 
a digital age; the legalities of remix culture; hyper-
reality and the ethics of game culture; the Internet as 
new public/counter-public sphere, and the role of 
self-branding in social networking online. 35 students 
 
 
Year 2 lecture/seminar designed for undergraduate 
students in Interactive and Games Design 
departments to develop research projects. Exercises 
included brainstorming objects for research, 
designing measurable research questions, and 
locating appropriate theoretical lenses for analysis. 60 
students. 
  
Year 2 lecture/seminar focused on issues of 
representation of self and other. Authors read 
included Goffman, Lacan, Foucault, Hall, Mulvey, 
Said, Baudrillard, Haraway, and Turkle. Managed 
two graduate assistants responsible for post-lecture 
seminars. 100 students. 
 
Year 1 seminar designed to introduce theoretical 
issues in race and postcolonial studies. Writers read 
included Hall, Mercer, Said, Shohat, Bhaba, Spivak, 
and Dyer. Managed one graduate student responsible 
for seminars. 60 students 

Preparing New 
Media 
Dissertations & 
Projects 
(Spring 2008, 
2007) 

Media, Culture 
& Identity 
(Fall 2009, 
2008, and 
2007) 

Identity, Race 
& Difference 
(Spring 2006) 

Digital Media 
Cultures 
(Spring 2008, 
2007) 
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Class for Year 1 students in Media Studies, Interactive 
Studies, and Computer Games Design. Developed 100 
page workbook, focused on close reading, outlining, 
précis writing, basics of quantitative analysis, abstract 
writing, drafting academic essays, assessing scholarly 
sources, online research techniques, grammar usage, 
and the editing process. Supervised three visiting 
tutors who led seminars. 200 students. 

Year 1 undergraduate lecture/seminar designed to 
introduce students to theoretical arguments in the 
media. Lectures cover semiotics, ideology and 
discourse, psychoanalysis, feminist theory, 
postmodern and postcolonial critiques of media. 
Managed three graduate assistants responsible for 
running post-lecture seminars. 200 students 

 

 

2004- Visiting Assistant Professor of Communication, University of the Virgin 
2006 Islands, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Title Description 

Public Speaking Year 2 undergraduate seminar in which students 
research, outline and deliver academic lectures and 
persuasive speeches. Updated this course to 
include code-switching exercises for West Indian 
accents. 25 students. 

Team Year 2 undergraduate seminar in which students 
Communication researched, designed, publicized and ran a half-  
and Conference day conference devoted to student concerns at the 
Techniques University of the Virgin Islands. 6 students. 
 

 
 Year 2 undergraduate seminar in which students 

searched and wrote print and radio pieces about 
 the Caribbean. 10 students. 

Media 
Meanings 
(Spring 2009, 
2008, 2007, 
2006) 

Critical 
Thinking and 
Study Skills for 
Media Students 
(Fall 2006, 
Spring 2007, 
Fall 2008) 

Journalism 2: 
Think Pieces 
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2000- Adjunct Instructor: New York University  
2003 

Title Description 
 

Subcultures in 
Cyberspace 
(Fall 2003) 

Acting, Technology 
and Reality (Fall 
2000) 

Self-designed seminar for ten graduate students at 
New York University’s Interactive 
Telecommunications Program. (ITP) 

Self-designed seminar for twenty-five students in 
Undergraduate Drama Program, Tisch School of the 
Arts, New York University. 

1999- Adjunct Instructor: Pratt Art Institute, Brooklyn, NY  
2000 

Title Description 
 

Co-produced syllabus and team-taught studio class of 
fifteen students in Pratt’s Program of Art and Design 
Education. 15 students. 

Ran weekly ‘check-in’ class for students, supervised 
construction of portfolios/journals, ran workshops on 
career planning, goal setting and time management 
for college students. 

 

Autobiography in 
Art 
(Spring 1999) 

Internship  
Seminar  
(Fall 2000) 


